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3 April 1959

HMESURANDUM FOR THE HRECTOR
AURIECT: ‘Sowviet and Other Bsactions to Yarious Courses
of Action in the Berlin Crisiy”

VARG IMD

1. Om 17 March the President approved a State-Dafense
recammandation thet s StateeDefonse~ClA paper be prﬁ
anxiysiag four alternative ases of fores to maintain Allied
sccess to Berlin, %e have participated fully in the working
group preparing this paper, which is presently scheduled t
be considered by the Sscretaries of State and Dolense, the
Chairman of the Joiat Chiefs of Stafl, and yoursell, together
with Gordon Gray oa Thersday, 9 April prior to submisesion

tc the President. A copy of this draft is attached,

2. The Cla portion of the sbove paper, covering
estimated Bloc and Freo “erld reactions ta the four uses of
forcs, is belng prepared as INIE 100-6-59, Since we slected
to do this as coordinsted intolligence sommunity sxercise the

final CIA contridbution will ot be ready until approved by the

STAT
312 on Monday, April &, ;
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3. Two splits aross in vepressutatives discussion

of the CIA dralt:

| 3. The Alr ¥ ovce dissemts {rom the eptirmtie

;i that the Soviets would uee force to counter & groamd
attezipt 10 reapen accens to Berlin, (Page 8, pave-
graph 6). Bs reascring iz that Western ase of force
would sonviace the Sovists that counter action would
tovolve too great o rishk of general war, This spiit

is the same one ns in the World Situntion sstimate and
you are familiar with the Bosrd's reasoning as to why

the Aly Force's position cannet be scoepted.

b. The Armny diesents from the sstimale that the
doviets would not attack our escorting sircraft if we used
them to escort transports to Berlia. The Avmy believes
that the Soviets weuld ese whatever fOorces Was Recassary,

{n the aiy as on the ground, amd for the same reseons.
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7he Board belisves that since the Savisks would be
forced to firs first in this case thay would appear before
the world as the initiswors of hostilitics, Since ground
access to Berlts weuld slmost certainly have Boen
blocked, the principle would be decided on the ground,
and the Soviets would feel littie nsed to block alr ascess.

FOR THE BOARD OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES:

THERMAN KENT
Assistant Director
Hational Estimates

- % o.
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